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Grade   2   Social   Studies   Curriculum   Overview   Document  
AASD   Instruc�onal   Framework   for   Social   Studies  

The   answers   to   tomorrow’s   problems   cannot   be   found   in   the   back   of   a   textbook.   The   skills   needed   in   the   modern   workplace   are   not   prac�ced   on   a   worksheet.    In   the   Appleton   Area   School   District,  
inquiry-based   social   studies   is   a   student-centered   learning   process   that   differen�ates   learning   and   assessment   while   promo�ng   a   growth   mindset   through   self   and   peer   reflec�on.   Inquiry   starts   with   a  
compelling   ques�on,   moves   through   a   rigorous   inves�ga�on   and   culminates   in   an   argument   or   ac�on.   The   inquiry-based   curriculum   develops   the   skills   and   builds   content   knowledge   students   need   to  
succeed   in   the   present   and   the   future.   An   inquiry   classroom   supports   teachers   to   regularly   scaffold   students,   therefore   students   are   engaged   and   gain   greater   independence   in   the   use   of   these   skills.  
Student   voice   and   choice   is   honored   and   fosters   a   culture   of   equity   and   collabora�on.   
 
The   inten�onally-designed   curriculum   contains   rigorous   standards-based   content   in   an   authen�c   context   that   is   interes�ng   to   students,   elevates   student   work   by   ensuring   a   public   pla�orm   for   presenta�on  
and   encourages   lifelong   learning.   (for   example:   students   are   encouraged   to   think   as;    economists,   historians,   poli�cal   scien�sts   etc...).   Teachers   are   empowered   to   implement   a   scope   and   sequence   aligned  
to   the   Wisconsin   State   Social   Studies   Standards   that   is   integrated   with   Wisconsin   English   Language   Arts   Standards   and   the   Collabora�ve   for   Academic,   Social,   and   Emo�onal   Learning   Competencies.   The  
curriculum   promotes:   the   reading   of   complex   texts(primary   and   secondary),   building   academic   vocabulary,   evalua�ng   sources   and   using   evidence   when   wri�ng   from   sources.   
 
The   social   studies   curriculum   is   comprehensive   and   is   built   in   a   model   of   change   that   includes;   prac�ce-based   professional   learning,   blended   curriculum   and   assessment,   instruc�onal   leadership,   and  
professional   learning   communi�es   which   helps   teachers   develop   their   prac�ce   of   inquiry.   Each   unit   of   inquiry   targets   21st   century   skills,   which   are   designed   to   ensure   students   are   prepared   to   thrive   in  
college,   career,   and   civic   life.   
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Required   Assessments  
 

Social   Studies   Balanced   Assessment   System  

Pre-Assessment  The   inquiry   units   contain   pre-assessment   tasks   that   provide   teachers   the   opportunity   to   gauge   the   prior   knowledge   and   skills   of   students.   These  
pre-assessments   occur   at   the   beginning   of   the   Explore   Phase   of   every   unit.  

Forma�ve   Assessments  The   inquiry   units   include   forma�ve   assessment   tools   in   every   lesson,   from   teacher   checklists   to   student-created   responses.   Assessment   tools  
contain   or   connect   to   specific   look-fors   that   align   to   lesson   objec�ves   and   build   toward   the   objec�ves   of   the   Essen�al   Ques�on.   These   tools  
assess   understanding   and   skills   across   a   diverse   set   of   tasks,   including   wri�en   claims,   crea�ve   responses,   and   others.  

Checkpoint   Assessments  Checkpoint   Assessments   are   aligned   to   the   objec�ves   of   the   Essen�al   Ques�on   and   are   designed   to   check   understanding   of   concepts   and  
development   of   skills   throughout   that   set   of   lessons.   These   tools   prompt   students   to   draw   conclusions   and   demonstrate   understanding   in  
diverse   ways,   o�en   through   formal   performance   tasks.  

 
Resources  

Wisconsin   Social   Studies   Standards  
 
InquirED’s   Inquiry   Journeys   
 
inquirED   Pla�orm-   Lesson   materials   and   resources   for   each   social   studies   unit  
inquirED   Embedded   Learning-   Research-based   strategies   and   support   for   teachers   inside   every   lesson  
 

inquirED   Blended   Learning   For   PLC’s   and   Teams  

Inquiry   Founda�ons   I  Inquiry   Founda�ons   II  Inquiry   Founda�ons   III  

How   do   we   implement   inquiry   in   our   classrooms?  How   do   we   grow   a   culture   of   inquiry   in   our   classrooms?  How   do   we   design   inquiry   for   our   students   and   contexts?  

Teachers   develop   an   understanding   of   inquiry   through  
implemen�ng   the   social   studies   curriculum,   relying   on   inquirED’s  
suite   of   instruc�onal   tools   and   assessments.  

Teachers   begin   to   contextualize   content.   They   adapt   the  
curriculum   to   be   more   responsive   to   students,   deepen   content  
explora�on,   and   create   interdisciplinary   connec�ons.  

Teachers   priori�ze   student   voice   and   choice   in   curriculum,  
building   local   context   into   their   units,   and   adap�ng   lessons   and  
assessments   to   respond   to   student   interest.  

PLC’s   
Teachers   explore   the   essen�al   characteris�cs   of   an   inquiry  
classroom,   including   an   examina�on   of   how   to   implement  
inquirED’s   student-centered   curriculum.  

PLC’s  
Teachers   sharpen   and   expand   essen�al   inquiry-based   teaching  
prac�ces,   and   explore   how   to   grow   the   culture   of   inquiry   in   their  
classrooms   and   across   the   school.  

PLC’s  
Teachers   are   introduced   to   the   skills   of   designing   inquiry  
experiences   that   honor   student   voice   and   choice,   promote  
real-world   connec�ons,   and   elevate   student   work.  

 
AASD   Guiding   Principles   for   Teaching   and   learning  

  K-6   Social   Studies  
● Inquiry   is   at   the   heart   of   social   studies   and   surrounds   the   content  
● Social   studies   prepares   our   students   for   work,   life,   and   ci�zenship  
● Crea�vity,   collabora�on,   communica�on,   cri�cal   thinking,   problem   solving   are   valued  
● Social   studies   should   be   intra   and    interdisciplinary   with   explicit   integra�on   with   ELA,   complimen�ng   each   other  
● Social   studies   must   regain   a   more   balanced   and   elevated   role   in   K-12   curriculum  

AASD   Founda�ons   for   K-6   Social   Studies  
Inquiry -   Teaching   social   studies   content   incorpora�ng   the   inquiry   arc   offers   students   the   opportunity   to   inves�gate   ques�ons   in   a   deep   and   engaging   manner,   and   offers   our   students   the   opportunity   to  
work   collabora�vely,   as   well   as   individually,   on   significant   ques�ons   within   the   social   studies   disciplines.   Inquiry   can   and   should   be   used   within   all   social   studies   disciplines   and,   as   such,   is   an   “umbrella  
strand”   covering   all   content   strands.   The   proper   use   of   the   inquiry   arc   within   our   classrooms,   along   with   other   though�ul   social   studies   strategies,   will   help   our   students   build   the   intellectual   habits   of   mind  
that   will   be   with   them   long   a�er   the   content   is   forgo�en.   It   can   create   in   our   students   the   confidence   in   their   own   skills   to   make   sense   of   an   increasingly   complex   world.  
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Behavior   Sciences -   Learning   about   the   behavioral   sciences   helps   students   understand   people   in   various   �mes   and   places.   By   examining   cultures,   students   are   able   to   compare   our   ways   of   life   and   those   of  
other   groups   of   people   in   the   past   and   present.   As   ci�zens,   students   need   to   know   how   ins�tu�ons   are   maintained   or   changed   and   how   they   influence   individuals,   cultures,   and   socie�es.   Knowledge   of   the  
factors   that   contribute   to   an   individual’s   uniqueness   is   essen�al   to   understanding   the   influence   on   self   and   on   others.  

Economics -   Individuals,   families,   businesses,   and   governments   must   make   complex   economic   choices   as   they   decide   what   goods   and   services   to   provide   and   how   to   allocate   limited   resources   for  
distribu�on   and   consump�on.   In   a   global   economy   marked   by   rapid   technological   change,   students   must   learn   how   to   be   be�er   producers,   consumers,   and   economic   ci�zens.  

Geography -   Students   gain   geographical   perspec�ves   of   the   world   by   studying   the   earth   and   the   interac�ons   of   people   with   places   where   they   live,   work,   and   play.   Knowledge   of   geography   helps   students  
to   address   the   various   cultural,   economic,   social,   and   civic   implica�ons   of   life   in   earth’s   many   environments.  

History -   Students   need   to   understand   their   historical   roots   and   those   of   others,   and   how   past   events   have   shaped   their   world.   In   developing   these   insights,   students   must   know   what   life   was   like   in   the   past  
and   how   things   change   and   develop   over   �me.   Reconstruc�ng   and   interpre�ng   historical   events   provides   a   needed   perspec�ve   in   addressing   the   past,   the   present,   and   the   future.  

Poli�cal   Science -   Knowledge   about   the   structures   of   power,   authority,   and   governance   and   their   evolving   func�ons   in   contemporary   society   is   essen�al   if   young   ci�zens   are   to   develop   civic   responsibility.  
Young   people   become   more   effec�ve   ci�zens   and   problem   solvers   when   they   know   how   local,   state,   and   na�onal   governments   and   interna�onal   organiza�ons   func�on   and   interact.  

Social   Studies   Inquiry   Overview  
 
Launch:   Inquiry  
Inquiry   is   an   exci�ng   and   energizing   way   to   engage   students'   hearts   and   minds   while   covering   content   and   mee�ng   standards.   When   students   are   curious,   they   focus   more   clearly   and   look   more  
deeply.   Teachers   launch   inquiry   by   crea�ng   an   ac�ve   and   lively   space   where   children   make   choices   and   take   responsibility   for   their   own   learning.    Students   learn   ways   to   demonstrate   their   own  
curiosity   while   inves�ga�ng   themselves   and   their   classmates.   They   are   encouraged   to   ask   ques�ons   and   keep   track   of   new   learning.   During   launch,   students   partner   up   to   gather   informa�on,   build  
knowledge,   and   then   share   their   learning   with   others.  
 
Compelling   Ques�on:   How   Do   We   Live   a   Life   of   Wonder   and   Curiosity?  
 
Essen�al   Ques�ons:    (What   thought-provoking   ques�ons   will   foster   inquiry,   meaning-making,   and   transfer?)  

● How   does   what   I   wonder   connect   to   what   I   know?  
● How   can   I   keep   track   of   my   new   learning?  
● How   can   I   combine   all   the   things   I   have   learned?  
● How   can   I   share   my   learning   in   a   variety   of   ways?  

 
 
Social   Studies   Standards  
Inquiry:    Inq1.a,   Inq1.b,   Inq2.a,   Inq2.b,   Inq3.a,   Inq3.b,   Inq3.c,   Inq4.a,   Inq4.b  
 
 

 
 
 
Unit   1:   Mee�ng   Needs   and   Wants  
 
Communi�es   are   created   out   of   our   need   to   be   together,   but   also   out   of   our   need   to   share   responsibili�es.   We   are   able   to   meet   our   needs   and   our   wants   be�er   when   we   work   together.   During   this   Unit,  
students   work   together   to   design   their   own   community   model.   Students   learn   how   the   economy   works,   exploring   goods   and   services   and   producers   and   consumers,   and   consider   factors   behind   saving,  
spending,   and   giving.   Students   explore   economic   principles   that   guide   us   as   individuals   and   as   communi�es.   They   think   about   how   they   can   earn,   save,   spend,   and   give   money   in   order   to   meet   personal  
needs   and   wants.   Students   explore   the   difference   between   needs   and   wants,   and   work   within   a   budget   to   experience   how   resources   must   impact   decision-making.   They   also   consider   how   spending   (and  
the   acquisi�on   of   things)   does   not   guarantee   happiness.   Students   develop   a   simulated   small   business   that   meets   a   community’s   needs   and   wants.   They   consider   its   goods,   services,   producers,   and  
consumers   in   connec�on   to   the   idea   of   capital   within   a   specific   context.   Students   put   themselves   in   the   role   of   the   consumer   by   evalua�ng   the   various   goods   and   services   available   to   them   in   their  
community   model.   They   par�cipate   in   a   bingo-like   game   that   models   the   difficult   process   of   deciding   how   to   spend   money   and   how   to   priori�ze   when   the   unexpected   happens.   Finally,   students   reflect   on  
their   learning   to   create   spending   advice   for   others.   Lastly,   students   inves�gate   the   ways   communi�es   collec�vely   work   together   to   meet   shared   needs.   They   explore   services   the   government   provides,   as  
well   as   ways   individuals   can   contribute   to   improving   the   community.   
 
Compelling   Ques�on:   How   Can   We   Help   Our   Community   Work   Together   to   Meet   its   Needs   and   Wants?  
 
Essen�al   Ques�ons:    (What   thought-provoking   ques�ons   will   foster   inquiry,   meaning-making,   and   transfer?)  

● Why   can’t   we   have   everything   we   want?  
● How   do   community   producers   meet   needs   and   wants?  
● How   do   we   make   tough   choices   when   spending   money?  
● How   does   a   community   meet   our   collec�ve   needs?  

 
Social   Studies   Standards  
 
Inquiry:    Inq1.a,   Inq1.b,   Inq3.c,   Inq4.b  
Behavioral   Science:    BH2.a  
Economics:    Econ1.a,   Econ2.a,   Econ2.c,   Econ   3.a,   Econ4.c  
Geography:    N/A  
History:    Hist1.a,   Hist1.b  
Poli�cal   Science:    PS2.c,   PS3.c,   PS3.d,   PS4.a  

 
 
Unit   2:   Our   Changing   Landscape   
 
We   are   all   part   of   a   community   in   rela�on   to   our   natural   and   human-created   landscapes.   Students   look   at   the   ways   physical   landscapes   have   changed   over   �me   and   think   about   how   they   can  
preserve,   improve,   or   protect   them.   They   take   an   in-depth   look   at   their   local   natural   environment   and   seek   out   an   opportunity   to   preserve   something   special,   whether   it   be   a   local   stream   or  
historic   courthouse.   Students   locate   themselves   on   a   map   and   explore   the   geographical   features   of   their   state,   connect   everyday   items   back   to   their   sources   as   natural   resources,   and   explore   how  
geography,   including   climate   and   weather,   impacts   their   lives.   Students   explore   how   people   depend   on   natural   resources   to   meet   their   needs   for   food,   water,   and   shelter,   and   how   geography  
determines   which   resources   people   can   access   and   how   easily   they   can   access   them.   Students   examine   a   variety   of   landscape   modifica�ons   and   their   purposes,   including   bridges   and   tunnels,  
roads   and   highways,   canals   and   dams,   clearing   the   land,   mining,   etc.   They   also   explore   how   popula�on   growth   and   urbaniza�on   impact   the   landscape,   and   how   some   modifica�ons   need   to   be  
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changed   to   respond   to   the   changing   landscape.   Finally,   students   use   case   studies   to   explore   how   individuals   have   taken   ac�on   and   inspired   others   to   take   ac�on   in   response   to   their   changing  
landscape   in   order   to   make   posi�ve   changes   in   their   communi�es,   such   as   improving   access   to   healthy   food,   protec�ng   wildlife,   plan�ng   trees,   and   crea�ng   community   art.  
 
Compelling   Ques�on:   How   Should   We   Respond   to   Our   Changing   Landscape?  
 
Essen�al   Ques�ons:    (What   thought-provoking   ques�ons   will   foster   inquiry,   meaning-making,   and   transfer?)  

● Does   Geography   ma�er?  
● How   do   we   rely   on   and   adapt   to   our   environment?  
● How   have   humans   changed   the   landscape?  
● How   can   communi�es   address   challenges?  

 
Social   Studies   Standards  
 
Inquiry:    Inq1.a,   Inq1.b,   Inq3.c,   Inq4.b  
Behavioral   Science:    BH1.a,   BH2.b  
Economics:    Econ1.a  
Geography:    Geog1.b,    Geog2.b,    Geog2.c,   Geog   4.a,   Geog5.a,   Geog5.b  
History:    Hist2.a,   Hist2.b  
Poli�cal   Science:   N/A  
 

 
 
Unit   3:   Sources   and   Stories  
 
Stories   connect   us   to   the   past   and   help   us   understand   how   to   make   choices   in   the   present   and   plan   for   the   future.   Students   learn   about   what   life   was   like   in   the   past   by   examining   objects   and  
ar�facts,   reading   picture   books,   watching   video   clips,   and   hearing   stories   from   elders   in   their   community.   Students   also   have   the   opportunity   to   share   their   own   stories   and   memories,   learning   that  
these   are   historical   sources,   too.   Over   the   course   of   the   Unit,   they   develop   an   idea   about   whether   they   do,   in   fact,   honor   the   important   stories   of   their   community   and   how   they   can   con�nue   to  
cherish   them.   Students   will   learn   about   what   life   was   like   in   the   past   and   how   various   aspects   have   changed   over   �me,   moving   from   a   broad   understanding   of   what   life   was   like   in   the   past   to   what  
life   was   like   in   their   own   community   in   the   past.   A   class   �meline,   added   to   across   several   lessons,   plays   an   integral   part   in   the   Unit,   helping   students   develop   an   understanding   of   events   happening  
in   chronological   order,   as   well   as   providing   students   with   a   visual   of   how   life   has   changed   over   �me.   Students   inves�gate   what   life   was   like   in   the   past.   They   explore   how   transporta�on,   school,  
toys,   and   food   have   changed   over   �me.   They   are   exposed   to   rural   vs.   urban   life   in   the   past   and   imagine   what   it   would   have   been   like   to   grow   up   in   a   different   �me   period.   A   �meline,   on   display  
throughout   the   Unit,   allows   them   to   add   elements   to   different   �me   periods   between   1800   and   present   day   to   help   them   visualize   how   life   has   changed   over   �me,   as   well   as   develop   a   sense   of  
chronology.   Students   apply   various   lenses   to   explore   how   elders   help   us   understand   the   past.   They   also   learn   about   the   different   sources   from   which   we   can   learn   about   history.   First,   they   explore  
the   historic   event   of   the   first   human   steps   on   the   moon,   learning   from   ar�facts   and   through   various   perspec�ves,   including   those   of   the   astronauts,   scien�sts,   and   ci�zens   who   experienced   the  
event.   Next,   they   look   into   how   ar�facts   help   us   remember   our   personal   stories,   including   memories   and   where   our   families   come   from.   Finally,   they   compare   and   contrast   what   informa�on   can  
be   learned   from   different   types   of   historical   sources   by   inves�ga�ng   when   the   Chicago   Cubs   won   the   World   Series.   Students   have   the   opportunity   to   share   their   own   memories   and   learn   that   even  
their   own   memories   can   be   strong   primary   sources.   They   write   about   a   special   memory   and   have   the   opportunity   to   cri�que   and   revise   it.   They   go   on   to   create   a   “Memory   Snapshot   Card”   of   a  
par�cular   moment   from   their   memory   and   create   a   class   �meline   of   their   memories   by   pu�ng   them   in   chronological   order.   Finally,   students   conclude   the   Explore   phase   by   hearing   stories   about  
their   own   community   over   �me   by   invi�ng   elders   from   the   community   to   share   their   special   memories.   They   prepare   for   their   interviews,   invite   the   guests,   and   then   write   thank   you   le�ers   to  
them.   Also,   students   have   an   opportunity   to   visit   a   local   history   or   heritage   museum   as   another   way   to   learn   what   life   was   like   in   the   past   in   their   community.   As   they   think   about   the   Inquiry  
Product,   they   develop   a   way   to   con�nue   to   preserve   and   honor   the   stories   from   their   community.  
 
Compelling   Ques�on:   How   Can   We   Honor   Important   Stories   of   Our   Community?  
 
Essen�al   Ques�ons:    (What   thought-provoking   ques�ons   will   foster   inquiry,   meaning-making,   and   transfer?)  

● What   was   it   like   for   genera�ons   before   ours?  
● How   is   history   revealed   through   different   sources?  
● How   is   history   revealed   through   my   memories?  
● What   are   the   stories   of   our   community?  

 
Social   Studies   Standards  
 
Inquiry:    Inq1.a,   Inq1.b,   Inq3.c,   Inq4.b,   Inq5.a   
Behavioral   Science:    BH1.b,   BH2.a,   BH3.a  
Economics:   N/A  
Geography:   N/A  
History:    Hist3.a,   Hist3.b,   Hist3.c,   Hist4.a,   Hist4.b,   Hist4.c,   Hist4.d  
Poli�cal   Science:   N/A  
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